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The Role of Research and Impact Evaluation

Provides an evidence base for what works - and for what doesn’t 

It is about learning, critical reflection and continuous 
improvement

Enables us to develop the theories and methods to better 
understand and tackle under-representation in higher education





What is PARTNERS?

• Targeted supported entry route into 
Newcastle University 

• The cornerstone of Newcastle 
University’s work with under-
represented groups

• Student life-cycle approach



Enabling Access

• Over 4000 students have entered the 
University through this route

• Over 2000 applications to the PARTNERS 
Programme for 2017 entry

• 817 students attended the PARTNERS 
Summer School in 2017

• 59% of Newcastle University’s WP new 
entrants participated in the PARTNERS 
Programme for 2017 entry



Jade – Case Study

“The benefits of the programme didn’t 
just include the lower offer, but the 
opportunity to spend some time with the 
academics who gave us an insight of what 
learning at Newcastle University would be 
like. 

When I began writing my first essay, after 
starting my course, I felt like I was miles 
ahead of everyone else as I’d already 
been taught how to reference and how to 
write in line with the expectations of my 
chosen discipline.

Jade – 2nd Year Politics and History 
student



Supporting Success

• PARTNERS students progress well 
on their chosen courses and are 
significantly less likely than their 
counterparts to withdraw

• PARTNERS students perform 
slightly better than their 
counterparts in terms of degree 
outcomes 



Supporting Progression

• An increasing number of PARTNERS 
students entering graduate-level 
employment, however, still significantly 
lower than that of the wider University

• Careers Insights Programme
 Building confidence 
 Range of work experience
 Networking opportunities
 Bursaries

• More PARTNERS graduates enter 
postgraduate study than the national 
average



MAP is a structured scheme for local post-16 students who meet specific academic 
and background criteria to support entry to Manchester, or to another research-
intensive university

Manchester Access Programme (MAP)



The scheme gives students the opportunity to show their potential through:

 a series of personal development/skills workshops;
 a two-day University Life Conference;
 completion of an academic assignment.

The benefits

 individual support through the UCAS application process;
 up to two A-level or equivalent grade reduction towards an offer for UG 

study at The University of   Manchester;
 an Undergraduate Access Scholarship depending on their household income 

if they progress on to study at The University of Manchester. 

Manchester Access Programme (MAP)



Impact
In 2015, we celebrated 10 years of the Manchester Access programme…..

http://www.mapis10.manchester.ac.uk/what-map-means-to-me/

http://www.mapis10.manchester.ac.uk/what-map-means-to-me/


Since 2005, 1,800 MAP 

students have successfully 
gained a place at The 

University of Manchester

Typically ¾ of our MAP 

undergraduates come 
from the lowest household 

incomes

Impact

29% of MAP entrants to 

the University do not need 
the 2 A-level grade (or 
equivalent) reduction

MAP undergraduate entrants 
have a continuation rate of 

nearly 95%

Following expansion in 

2013, around 500
students successfully 

complete MAP each year

95% of students who 

successfully complete MAP 
will make an application to 
Manchester – with around 

75% being made at least 

one offer

And when they have 
completed University 

over 90% of  MAP 

graduates are in a positive 
employment destination



The story of Scott, a former MAP student.

Scott Clayton completed MAP in 2010 before 
progressing in to the University to study 
Ancient History and Archaeology. 

Throughout his studies at the University Scott 
was also a very active Student Ambassador, 
acting as a mentor to many MAP students and 
supporting them in their transition in to 
undergraduate study. 

Impact

http://www.mapis10.manchester.ac.uk/case_study/scott-clayton/


PARTNERS and MAP as case studies – similar opportunities 
available at other Russell Group universities, for example…

Durham
UCL

King’s



Discussion


