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Our workshop plan:
• Data sets: where to start
• Looking beyond the stats!
• How else to “get informed”?
• Golden rules for informed choices
• Your questions / discussion



Data Sets: where to start
UCAS course search www.ucas.com



The university’s own website

TEF (Teaching Excellence 
Framework) award

Unistats

Direct Contact Details



Unistats



TEF / REF / LEO
What and why?!



The factors include: entry requirements, staff/student ratio academic services and facilities 
expenditure per student, student satisfaction, staff/student ratio, research ratings, the distribution of 

degree classifications, completion rates and student destinations. 





Students need to apply their own criteria 



Subject based tables 





Making an informed choice about university – League tables 

• Remember where the information is coming from

• Remember to apply your own criteria 

• Remember to check individual course subjects 



Looking beyond the stats!

• Look at a variety of data sets to build a fuller picture
• Ask the young person – what is important for you? eg:

- future career paths
- student life
- methods of teaching and assessment
- resources

• Overall, don’t take any of these stats / reports at 
“face value”!



How else to “get informed”?

Visit!
• Open Days
• Interview days
• Post Offer Events

Can I get in?!
• Entry requirements
• Competition for places
• Other aspects of applications (eg

personal statement / reference / 
interviews etc)



“Golden rules” for using data to make informed choices

• Data sets can prove / disprove just about anything!
• Therefore, use with caution and not in isolation
• Don’t ignore non-statistical factors
• What’s very important to one person may be less 

important to another
• What’s right for one person may not be right for another
• Know what questions to ask! 



Any questions? 

Jamie Graney
• 0151 795 8156
• graneyj@liverpool.ac.uk

Alice McGowan
• 0121 414 5873
• A.V.McGowan@bham.ac.uk


