
Introducing Advancing Access



Coming up…

• What is Advancing Access?

• Our web resources

• Virtual conferences

• Video case studies

• Further advice – blogs, 
bursaries, contextual 
admissions



What is Advancing Access?

• Advancing Access focuses on teacher CPD. 

Our target audience is teachers and careers 

advisors, not young people

• As a result of our interventions, we hope that 

teachers and advisors will be in a stronger 

position to better support the progression of 

their students to leading universities

• We began as a mainly online project, and as 

such we are able to transcend geographical 

boundaries. Many schools are not located 

near a Russell Group university, and may not 

be able to access their outreach work easily

• Increasingly however we do more work ‘on 

the ground’ in schools and colleges

• We are funded by university “Widening 

Participation” teams and have a WP focus



The Russell Group

University of Birmingham

University of Bristol

University of Cambridge

Cardiff University

Durham University

University of Edinburgh

University of Exeter

University of Glasgow

Imperial College London

King’s College London

University of Leeds

University of Liverpool

University of Manchester

Newcastle University

University of Nottingham

University of Oxford

Queen’s University Belfast

University of Sheffield

University of Southampton

University College London

University of Warwick

University of York

London School of Economics

Queen Mary University of London



The Advancing Access website

Since 2016 we’ve been continually improving our free website to 

support teachers and careers advisers.

www.advancingaccess.ac.uk

http://www.advancingaccess.ac.uk/


Strands of CPD

• How do I help my students 

choose a university and 

course?

• How do I help my students 

apply to university?

• How do admissions 

processes work?

• How do I help my students 

make the right choices for 

post-16 study?



Each strand contains…

• A presentation for peer to peer CPD

• An interactive guidebook

• Quick reference sheets 

• Worksheets for staff reflection  

and evaluation

• Activities for use with learners

• Video case studies
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Virtual conferences

We host at least one virtual 

conference per year for teachers and 

careers advisers. Our events feature:

• Interactive webinars

• A virtual stall for all 24 Russell 

Group universities

• Staff room chat

Keep an eye on our website for details 

of our events

If you sign up for an account on the 

website we’ll email you to let you know 

when events are taking place.



24 universities in one place at one time



Example Exhibition Hall stand



Webinar in action…



Share ideas, ask questions, debate!



Case study videos

We have over 60 short case study films featuring current

students and recent graduates talking through their journey 

to and experiences at university. They’re great for sparking a 

conversation with your students about their future.

Click to watch an example.

https://vimeo.com/223113709
https://www.advancingaccess.ac.uk/channel


Advancing Access blog



Contextual admissions tool



Advancing Access Bursary Directory



Request Advancing Access CPD

www.advancingaccess.ac.uk/request-cpd

We may be able to deliver a free CPD session in your 

school or college. Possible sessions include:

• Writing effective UCAS references

• Supporting students with personal statements

• Post-16 and post-18 choices

• Helping students with interviews and additional 

admissions tests

• Understanding contextual admissions policies



Talk to us!

Advancing Access is a dialogue between universities 

and teachers and advisers. Please let us know..

• If there are new resources you’d like which we don’t 

currently offer

• If you’d be interested in writing a blog post for us

• If you’d like to contribute to a webinar at a Virtual 

Conference

• If you’d like us to do a talk or session at a networking 

group which you’re a member of



University of Birmingham / University of Bristol /  University of Cambridge /  Cardiff University      

Durham University /  University of Edinburgh /  University of Exeter / University of Glasgow /  Imperial College London      

King’s College London /  University of Leeds /  University of Liverpool      

London School of Economics and Political Science /  University of Manchester /  Newcastle University      

University of Nottingham /  University of Oxford /  Queen Mary University of London /  Queen’s University Belfast      

University of Sheffield / University of Southampton /  University College London / University of Warwick /  University of York

Questions?

enquiries@advancingaccess.ac.uk

@AdvancingAccess


