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What is Widening Participation?




Widening Participation in Higher Education

Progression to high tariff HE by age 19 by Free School Meal Status
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Measures of disadvantage
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Regional variation in university access
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Contextual Admissions

Contextual admissions” practices involve
using the same factors as in the traditional
process but with some extra factors
included to build up a more holistic picture
of a candidate

Contextual admissions are not new, they
have been used to a varying extent for at
least 15 years but the use of them is
becoming increasingly common

Each university has the freedom to make
its own judgment about their own

contextual admissions policy, and
research and debate around these
policies is ongoing




_ Contextual Offers

Durham’s Contextual
Offer

Contextual offers at
Durham lower

the grade
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https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/data-and-analysis/young-participation-by-area/search-by-postcode/
https://acorn.caci.co.uk/

Other Contextual ffers
might determine:

Whether an applicant receives
an offer

The grades asked for in a
conditional offer

Whether to invite a candidate for &
an interview

Entitlement for scholarships and
bursaries

Entitlement to apply to certain
courses (e.g. foundation years)

Whether to provide further
consideration at clearing /
prioritisation for near misses
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Support your students by:



https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/data-and-analysis/postcode-search/

Any questions?
dur.ac.uk/study/askus
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