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2021: positive picture for UK 18 year old 
applicants, but can it last?
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81% of UK 18 year 
olds secured their 
first choice (up 
from 75% in 2020 
and 74% in 2019)

11% more UK 18 
year olds accepted 
at higher tariff 
providers (up 28% 
from 2019)

Source: UCAS 2021 End of Cycle data

24,855 18 year 
olds deferred 
their place, up 
15% on 2020

Number achieving 
highest grades nearly 
quadrupled from pre-
pandemic levels 
(from 5,655 in 2019 
to 19,595 in 2021)



January ECD

+5% non-EU 
applicants

20.8KkEU 
applicants (-4.9k)

610,720
applicants (-0.9%) 

UK 21+ applicants 
decline 17% 

+5% 18 year old, 
applicants 

Source2022 cycle applicant figures – 26 january deadline



Record number of 18-year-olds accepted from 
most disadvantaged backgrounds…

…but gap not 
closing fast enough
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Source: UCAS 2021 End of Cycle data



UCAS is seeing a great demand for 
apprenticeships from students 
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342,000 out of 750,000 people who set up a 
UCAS account ready for next year say they’re 
interested in an apprenticeship

Almost 
50%

18.3% of UCAS applicants said they applied 
for a degree apprenticeship last year. 

Around 
50,000

Source: UCAS PAD/New Applicant Survey
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2 in 5 students believe they would have 
made better choices with more I&A

60% of these 
students want the 
advice pre-GCSE/ 

National 5

More likely to affect 
disadvantaged

students

Students who want 
more I&A are three 
times more likely to 
have a ‘door closed’
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Impacts

International

Demographics

Demand

Increased demand for university 
places, particularly the more selective 
universities and courses
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July 4 July 2022 - Last day to add a choice in extra / 5 July 2022 – Clearing opens.

June 30 June 2022 — Last day to apply with five choices.

May 19 May 2022 – University/college decisions due on applications submitted by 26 Jan.

February 25 Feb 2022 — Extra opens.

January 26 Jan 2022 — Equal consideration deadline for undergraduate courses.

Key dates for 2022 Cycle 

August 18 August 2022 – A level results day.
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Depending on the status of the application students will see the following 

tiles on their UCAS Hub homepage. 



The details of offers will 
be shown including any 
conditions. 

The full text of the offer 
can be seen by 
clicking ’View full offer’.

Inactive choices 
(withdrawn, declined, 
unsuccessful) are in an 
accordion section below 
the active choices. 
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January
25 January 2023 - equal consideration date for undergraduate 
courses.

October
15 October 2022 - deadline for Oxford, Cambridge, medicine, 
dentistry, or veterinary medicine/science.

May 03 May 2022- cycle opens for 2023 applications.

Looking ahead - 2023 cycle

April 19 April 2022 — UCAS undergraduate Search tool goes live .
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Careers focus
• Learning from others – chat to uni students

and read blogs. 

• Careers advice– browse careers to explore 
different career roles and pathways.

• Take the UCAS quiz to find out more about     
individual strengths and what roles may suit 
you. 

• The Career Finder tool is ideal for 
considering options after education, 
including searching for apprenticeships. 

02 March 2022Security marking: PUBLIC |   18

https://www.ucas.com/chat-to-students
https://www.ucas.com/connect/blogs
https://www.ucas.com/careers-advice
https://www.ucas.com/explore/career-list#js=on
https://www.ucas.com/explore/career-compass
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/careersquiz
https://careerfinder.ucas.com/
https://www.ucas.com/apprenticeships-uk






Support and resources

Adviser resources
The UCAS Adviser Guide 2022, classroom resources and lesson activities. 
Plus free webinars to help you support your students and adviser toolkits. 

Adviser training 
Our Professional Development Platform gives you free access to digital 
modules aimed at teachers and advisers.

Adviser timeline Everything you need to know each month, at ucas.com/advisers.

Adviser newsletter
Sign up for updates from UCAS, and get everything you need to know 
direct to your inbox.
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https://www.ucas.com/file/520611/download?token=rMJDtzro
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/post-16-resources/classroom-resources
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/lesson-activities
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/guides-resources-and-training/teacher-and-adviser-webinars
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/toolkits
https://pdp.ucas.com/
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/managing-applications/supporting-you-through-confirmation-and-clearing/results-process
https://www.ucas.com/content/sign-updates-advisers


Adviser toolkits 
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https://www.ucas.com/advisers/toolkits




Further support  
Digital Learning Team 
training@ucas.ac.uk

Professional Development Platform 
https://pdp.ucas.com

UCAS Statistics and Insight reports 

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate-
statistics-and-reports
https://www.ucas.com/about-us/news-and-key-documents/ucas-reports
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facebook.com/ucasonline

@ucas_online
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