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Mind the (equality) gaps!

Complete the statistic 
with the number …



Outcomes  
• Understand some key latest statistics and the effects going forward

• Increase your understanding of how UCAS is supporting students with 

individual needs.

• Develop greater awareness of the resources and support materials 

UCAS offers.

• Share information to enable you to train staff, colleagues or volunteers 

at your organisation. 



It will take

332
years to close the equality gap

1 in 5
students couldn’t study a degree subject that interested 

them because they didn’t have the right subjects to 
progress

The number of UK applicants sharing a mental health 
condition between 2011-2020 grew by  

450%

There were 

over 40,000
LGBT+ applicants in 2020 (UK only)

4% 

students associate the word ‘prestigious’ with 
apprenticeships

Disabled students are 

23% 

more likely to defer entry to HE

Admitting

70
more of the most disadvantaged students to each higher 

tariff provider could eliminate the equality gap in a 
decade.

There were 

over 83,000
disabled applicants in 2021 (UK only)



Journey to a million 

765,000  |  +15,000

2023

2024

2025

2022

800,000  |  +35,000

890,000  |  +50,000

840,000  |  +44,000

2021 vs 2026
there could be:

+27% applicants

+35% 18 year olds

+70% international

2026 960,000  |  +60,000
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2022 vs 2021 – June 30 deadline
Rising demand is clear when compared to last year...

+0%
Applicants

(683.7k, +1.6k)

+3%
Applications

(3.05m, +93k)

-14%
UK 21+ applicants

(107.7k, -17.4k)

+5%
UK 18 applicants
(326.2k, +15.2k)

+9%
Non-EU applicants

(111.7k, +9.4k)

-18%
EU applicants

(23.1k, -5k)
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+4.7%
Applicants

(683.7k, +30.9k)

+9.3%
Applications

(3.05m, +259.8k)

-6.5%
UK 21+ applicants

(107.7k, -7.5k)

+15.7%
UK 18 applicants
(326.2k, +44.2k)

+25%
Non-EU applicants

(111.7k, +22.3k)

-53.1%
EU applicants
(23.1k, -26.2k)

2022 vs 2020 – June 30 deadline
...But even more so when we look back to 2020
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1 in 5 
say bad subject 

decisions at school 
limited their degree 

choices

1 in 3 
say they received no 
information about 
apprenticeships at 

school
2 in 5 

say better 
information 

would have led 
to better choices

Half of UCAS 
applicants are 
interested in 

apprenticeships as 
well as university

True or false?
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2 in 5 students believe they would have made better choices with more I&A

60% of these 
students want the 
advice pre-GCSE/ 

National 5

More likely to affect 
disadvantaged

students

Students who want 
more I&A are three 
times more likely to 
have a ‘door closed’
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1 in 5 students cannot study a subject that interests them

▪ Medicine is the subject cited most 
often – and is more likely to be 
cited by disadvantaged students

▪ Some degree subjects are fixed, 
and require a certain set of 
prerequisite qualifications

▪ Other are more fluid, and 
accepted students hold a wide 
range of qualifications



Decisions are influenced by a range of factors
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It’s my dream 
career – Fine art 

student

I wanted to follow in 
my mum’s footsteps –

Sociology student

I enjoyed the business 
course due to the teacher 
who made it interesting –

Marketing student



What to consider?
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Style Location Size What 
Graduates do

Fees and costs

Traditional, subject-
based to modern, 
vocational.

Large cities or 
smaller towns?

From 20,000 
to 2000 
students.

What jobs do 
graduates go 
on to do?

Varying tuition 
fees and living 
costs.



Choosing the right course for you
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Checking the course:

• Overview and outcomes
• Content
• Modules

Does the university offer:

• Internships
• Placement
• Study abroad 

opportunities

How is the course:

• Taught?
• Assessed?



Sharing students’ individual 
circumstances

New and improved questions in the UCAS application
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Application
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These are self-declared questions:

▪ Disability and mental health (updated and 
previously located in Supporting Information)

▪ Students estranged from their parents

▪ Caring responsibilities

▪ Parenting responsibilities

▪ Refugee/asylum seeker/ limited leave to remain

▪ Have a parent/carer in the UK Armed Forces

▪ UK Armed Forces veterans/Service leavers

▪ In receipt of free school meals (FSM)

Non-UK applicants will only see the disability and 
mental health question 28 November 2022Security marking: Public |   17

More about you



Activities in preparation for higher education. 

▪ Only for UK home address students. 

▪ Previously location in ‘Diversity and inclusion’ 
section. 

▪ If haven’t attended any activity, please leave 
this section blank.

The existing questions about care experience will 
remain in the Diversity & Inclusion section

28 November 2022Security marking: PUBLIC |   18

Extra activities
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I don’t understand 
why this is relevant to 

my application

I don’t understand 
why this is relevant to 

my application
My circumstances 

probably don’t count
My circumstances 

probably don’t count

It was a long time 
ago, they don’t 

mean people like me

It was a long time 
ago, they don’t 

mean people like me

I don’t want to be 
treated differently
I don’t want to be 
treated differently

Won’t this 
information be 

used against me?

Won’t this 
information be 

used against me?

Students’ misconceptions and 
worries about sharing their 

circumstances can mean they 
don’t get the help they need
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▪References will have three distinct sections.

▪Streamlining completion for advisers.

▪Giving valuable and relevant context about the student.

▪Detailed support and guidance on the new process will be shared

▪Please note 2023 references are not changing. 

References streamlined for 2024 



Resources
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UCAS Hub 
lesson plans
UCAS Hub 
lesson plans

Presentation 
templates
Presentation 
templates

Student packsStudent packs Walkthrough of the 
application 

Walkthrough of the 
application 

Handouts and 
resources 
Handouts and 
resources 

Go to: ucas.com/advisers/toolkits/2023-cycle-toolkit

https://www.ucas.com/advisers/toolkits/2022-cycle-toolkit
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Hub Live Title Date Time 

Interviews and auditions workshop 30 November 2022 16:00

Weighing up your options: Uni? Apprenticeship? Gap Year? 18 January 2023 16:00

Sent your application? What next? 1 February 2023 16:00

How to get the most out of events and open days 22 February 2023 16:00

Researching your options 22 March 2023 16:00

Studying in the UK 29 March 2023 16:00

Shortlisting workshop 26 April 2023 16:00

UCAS application essentials 24 May 2023 16:00

15 October application tips 21 June 2023 16:00

*All sessions will last approximately 30 minutes to allow plenty of time for Q&As. All dates and time subject to change

https://www.ucas.com/file/634346/download?token=st7K8w9c
https://www.ucas.com/file/634356/download?token=ij08_y9R
https://www.ucas.com/file/634371/download?token=RzIx85Mb
https://www.ucas.com/file/634376/download?token=FkY4L_Qu
https://www.ucas.com/file/634381/download?token=9ktUWsvN
https://www.ucas.com/file/635351/download?token=BNWYQ0r8
https://www.ucas.com/file/635356/download?token=19oD5Jcq
https://www.ucas.com/file/635361/download?token=k3JKu-CG
https://www.ucas.com/file/635366/download?token=hn27jSh0


ultimateguides.ucas.com/

We've created a series of 
guides loaded with 
information to help 
students understand what's 
next – decisions, next steps 
and figuring it out. These 
are our road maps to 
navigating student life. 



Keep up to date Adviser news 

Our on demand Adviser lives 
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https://www.ucas.com/advisers/guides-and-resources/adviser-news
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/guides-resources-and-training/adviser-lives


General support resources

Adviser resources
The UCAS Adviser Guide 2023, classroom resources and lesson activities. Plus free webinars to help you support 
your students and adviser toolkits. 

Adviser training 
Our Professional Development Platform gives you free access to digital 
modules aimed at teachers and advisers.

Adviser timeline Everything you need to know each month, at ucas.com/advisers.

Adviser newsletter Sign up for updates from UCAS and get everything you need to know direct to your inbox.
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https://www.ucas.com/file/598381/download?token=ManHlUaH
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/post-16-resources/classroom-resources
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/lesson-activities
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/guides-resources-and-training/teacher-and-adviser-webinars
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/toolkits
https://pdp.ucas.com/
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/managing-applications/supporting-you-through-confirmation-and-clearing/results-process
https://www.ucas.com/content/sign-updates-advisers
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http://www.ucas.com/about-us/news-and-insights/ucas-reports


Further support  

UCAS’ Customer Success Team 

0345 123 8001 
cst@ucas.ac.uk

Digital Learning Team 
training@ucas.ac.uk

Professional Development Platform 
https://pdp.ucas.com
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