
Supporting students to choose a 
university and course

 



Today, we will cover: 

● Different types of HE 
● Comparing courses/institutions 
● Entry requirements 
● Widening Access
● Managing expectations  



● Universities 
● Online providers 
● FE colleges 
● Degree apprenticeships 
● Conservatoires, drama schools 

Different types of HE 



24 world-leading research-intensive 
universities 

Common thoughts we hear… 
➔ ‘hard to get into it’ 
➔ ‘high in the league tables’ 
➔ ‘traditional subjects’ 

What’s “The Russell Group”? 



Course Content and assessment methods

● Compulsory courses
● Optional / Personal Selection courses
● How are students supported in choosing?
● Personal interests?
● Written exams? Practical Exams? 

Coursework? 
● Can a student “play to their strengths”?



An example: Biochemistry at the UoE



An example: Biochemistry at the UoE



An example: Biochemistry at the UoY



An example: Biochemistry at the UoY



Course content and assessment – Best Advice

● Do your research!
● Don’t make assumptions about course content
● Consider the amount of personal choice – does it match with 

personal interests?
● Outside courses in other subjects?
● What assessments methods suit you? Can you maximise your 

attainment / enjoyment by considering this?



Entry Requirements

● Grades: wide variety!
● Required subjects (Degree specific)
● Required subjects (General Entry)
● “Facilitating” subjects
● Accepted subjects



An example: Biochemistry at the UoE and the UoY



Entry Requirements – Best Advice

● Check, check and check again – contact uni(s) if in doubt
● Don’t make assumptions: just because one uni asks for a 

subject / grades doesn’t mean that they all will!
● Be realistic – but optimistic
● “Aspirational” (but still realistic…) choice
● “Safe” choice – if possible



Widening Access Criteria

● Not always the same at every uni!
● Care experienced or estranged
● Caring responsibilities
● Refugee / Asylum seeker status
● “Target” postcode (eg POLAR / Acorn)
● “Target” school (progression / attainment)
● Participation in a widening access project
● Ethnic minority students
● Disability or long term health condition 



Widening Access – Possible Concessions

● Not always the same at every uni!
● Guaranteed offer
● Interview guarantee
● Reduced offer
● Summer school as an alternative to grades
● Unconditional offer
● Flexibility at confirmation
● Extra financial support



Widening Access – Best Advice
● Again… don’t make assumptions!
● Find out how to flag up any widening access factors: what is 

automatic and what isn’t? This may vary.
● Will the uni of interest consider the particular widening 

access factor?
● Is it a “mitigating circumstance” rather than a widening 

access factor?
● What support can the uni offer? Both at the time of 

application and as a student: eg financial help; mentoring; 
extra named contact support etc.



Managing Expectations 

● Don’t limit students potential by 
‘putting them in a box’ 

● Be realistic with them and give them 
options 

● Think about back-ups with students 
in case things don’t go as planned 



Thank you for listening! 

Find out more information:

● University of York: york.ac.uk 
● University of Edinburgh: ed.ac.uk  

http://york.ac.uk
http://ed.ac.uk

