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Resources to support post 16 choices
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Full-fime study
at a sixth form

Work or
volunteer while
studying part-
time

Full-fime study
at an FE
College

Traineeship Apprenticeship




A-levels/Scottish Highers

International Baccalaureate

Advanced Welsh Baccalaureate

AS-levels

Cambridge Pre-U

Extended Project Qualification

T-levels

BTECs
Cambridge Technicals

Core Maths

CACHE Level 3 diplomas

Access to HE diploma



A-levels
Key poinfts:

» Varied picture as to whe
three or four A levels

 Students should choose subjects that they're
interested in and they enjoy

« At the same time, some subjects are prerequisites for
degree courses

« Some students may believe a particular subject
choice will give them an advantage e.g. (A-level
Law), though this is not always the case

* A levels are a good way to keep options open.



« Two year Level 3 courses which are equivalent to
three A levels

» T Levels offer students a mixture of classroom
learning and ‘on-the-job’ experience during an
industry placement of at least 315 hours
(approximately 9 weeks). They provide the
knowledge and experience needed to open the
door into skilled employment, further study or @
higher apprenticeship

» They started on a small scale in 2020, and all
courses will be available by 2023

« Considerably less time is spent on the job
compared to an apprenticeship
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A-level subject choice

Key points:

that they are interested in a

* Having said this, students also need to be aware
that certain subjects may be prerequisites for a
certain degree or career that they are interested
in in the future

* The Russell Group’s “Informed Choices” website is
an excellent resource for supporting with A level
subject choice



Russell Group Informed Choices

www.informedchoices.oc.ulf



http://www.informedchoices.ac.uk/

Excluded subjects

* A levels in General Studies and Ciritica S
have now been phased out so this is less of an
issue

« Some universities do have a list of ‘non-preferred
subjects’ or subjects that are only suitable if taken
in combination with others

« Many courses have particular subject
SEIEIBINIEN




WHAT ADVICE DO YOU GIVE

WHAT HAPPENS IF STUDENTS MAKE THE WRONG DECISIONS®



« Students with post-16 vocational qualificatior
provider.

* More than a quarter of students would make different GCSE choices now they know
what their degree course involves and around a third would choose a different
post-16 option.

UCAS (2021) - Where Nexte What influences the choices school leavers makee
https://www.ucas.com/file /435551 /download?token=VUdIDVFh



TYPICAL ROUTES FOR SCHOOL LEAVERS
— FIXED VERSES FLUID DEGREE SUBJECTS

MEDICINE & DENTISTRY | MATHS

Almost all accepted applicants hold general
qualifications in specific subjects

ECONOMICS | EUROPEAN LANGUAGES

Almost all accepted applicants hold general

[IlEn AHD gualifications in one of a few subjects

SI.IB\'[[:TS ENGINEERING | NURSING LIEFIIITIHIIHHIIS[
SCIENCE | COMPUTER SCIENCE

Two distinct routes: accepted applicants can
hold vocational or general qualifications

O
EDUCATION | BUSINESS | LAW

Mo specific qualifications required. Accepted applicants
hold a wide range of vocational and general qualifications
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Cast study films

A great way to initiate a discussion with your students about
qualification and subject choices.


https://vimeo.com/223113709

Other useful resources

« The National Careers Service
sfudents who have a clear idea of th’r job
they'd like to do. They can then work their
way back o see which qualifications they
need

« The Whatuni site lets students see the most
common subjects that degree entrants for
each course have



http://www.lmiforall.org.uk/widget/
https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/
https://www.whatuni.com/
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