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The Sutton Trust

The Sutton Trust champions social mobility from birth to the workplace so that every young person – no matter who 
their parents are, what school they go to, or where they live – has the chance to succeed in life



The poorest children 

are 

11 MONTHS 

BEHIND

when starting school

Disadvantaged students are

TWICE AS LIKELY

to leave formal education 

without GCSEs in English 

and Maths

Social Mobility in the UK

High-performing 

comprehensive schools 

take in 

HALF THE NUMBER

of poorer pupils than the 

average school



8 TOP SCHOOLS

send as many pupils to 

Oxbridge as three-

quarters of all schools 

Degree apprentices are 

2X AS LIKELY

to come from the 

wealthiest areas than the 

poorest

Social Mobility in the UK

Wealthy children 

are 

2.5X MORE LIKELY

to end up 

wealthy themselves



A personal story



Low-income 

students are 

4 X MORE LIKELY

to be socially mobile 

if they attend 

university

Social Mobility and HE



It’s not all about Oxbridge (or even RG!)



Things are moving in the right direction… slowly 



Local Variation

Luton

Stevenage



There are barriers – but they aren’t intractable

Attainment
Moving away 

(+ cost of 
living)

Choosing correctly
(incl. apprenticeships)



Sutton Trust Programmes

93% of Sutton Trust students from the lowest socio-economic 
group move to the highest after finishing university 

50% of Sutton Trust students are on FSM, 80% would be first in 
family to attend university



Thank You

david.bell@suttontrust.com
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