
Ross Sanger, Digital Learning Developer

07 March 2024|   1Security marking: PUBLIC

UCAS Update



January Equal Consideration Deadline Stats
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594,940 total 
applicants (-0.3%) 

316,850 18 year 
old applicants 

(+0.7%)

65,450 21 year 
old+ applicants 
decline (-5.2%)

115,730 
International 

applicants (+0.7%)

Top 3 Subjects:

Engineering and 
Technology +10%

Mathematical 
Sciences +7%

Computing +7%



UCAS search tool displays 
2025 courses.

30 April 2024

Adviser Portal opens for 
Registered Centres.

7 May 

UCAS Undergraduate 
application opens for 2025 
entry.

14 May

First day UCAS can receive a 
completed application to 
process.

3 September

Deadline for courses in 
medicine, veterinary 
medicine/science, dentistry, 
and courses at Oxford or 
Cambridge.

15 October 2024*

UCAS equal consideration 
application deadline.

29 January 2025*

UCAS Extra opens.

26 February

Last date for applications 
before Clearing opens.

30 June

Clearing opens. 

5 July

Key Dates – 2025 entry

* 18.00 UK time 
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Adviser Portal – Student Hub activity 
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Adviser Portal view – overall cohort



UCAS 
Apprenticeships 

STUDENT 
PATHWAYS SIDE 
BY SIDE
For the first time students 
can now see 
apprenticeship 
opportunities alongside 
undergraduate courses.

The UCAS Hub enables 
them to explore all their 
options and build a profile 
in one place.
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The UCAS Widget
The widget can be hosted on your 
school or college’s website or Virtual 
Learning Environment (VLE) to link 
your students and parents to 
relevant pages on ucas.com.

Find out more about the widget 
designed for international centres:
www.ucas.com/widget



Application updates



Where you live
• A new section in the application.

• Students will be asked to add the 
addresses they have lived at since 1 
September 2022.

• From those added, a student would 
select one as their home address and 
whether they are there permanently or 
temporarily.

• We are collecting this to help 
Universities and Colleges ensure 
students are paying the correct fees. 



Where you live

Section removed 
for 2025



For 2025… A more intuitive and streamlined experience when 

searching for and adding qualifications.

Education section

If the correct school is added, we will prepopulate ‘place of 
education’ when an applicant is linked to a centre.

New options in Attendance type: Exam only is added, Sandwich 
is removed.

New question: Study mode – In Person / Online

Extra school address information for manually added schools.
.
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Education section
What is being (re)moved?

Moving TOEFL and IELTS numbers to 
this section – no change to data.

Removal of 'highest qualification on entry' 
question - calculated data will remain.
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Nationality details section
Additional questions are being added to help providers 
accurately determine an applicants fee status.

• When does your pre settled expiry date expire?

• Do you need a student visa to study in UK? – “Don’t know”

• Why don’t you need a UK visa to study?

• What level was your [previous visa] study?

• Entering the Start and End date of that study completed.

• What is your UK visa or immigration status?



Title Date 

Adviser Live: March UK update 14 March – 15:45 Book now

Expert voices: How to support successful 
apprenticeship applications

27 March – 15:45 Book now

Adviser Live: April UK update 18 April – 15:45 Book now

Adviser Live: May UK update 2 May – 15:45 Book now

Expert voices: Personal statements 15 May – 15:45 Book now

Adviser Live: June UK update 6 June – 15:45 Book now

Expert voices: Gatsby Benchmarks 19 June – 15:45 Book now

https://ucas.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_dTqJL4wSRWqiLJ3qyG4_oA
https://ucas.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_nHQDAPdeTQ6gKsUflNJrBw
https://ucas.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Z_qUlDRYSxePxtR7Md1aSQ
https://ucas.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_POPUSeNmQCiZbhaN2t6bjA
https://ucas.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ib2D4TCPRFKryC-cIfEbaw
https://ucas.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_6aozY6dfT2q8WPYsqRhypA
https://ucas.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_dVZXIX0aS6Wnx107MYdL5A


Personal Statement
 - Get involved
Research on the personal statement: 

• Testing wording of questions with 
students, advisers and providers

• Testing on character counts with 
students, advisers and providers

• Information, guidance and 
resources required to support both 
advisers and students.

Join our adviser panel – sign up with 
the QR code. 

07 March 2024Security marking: PUBLIC |   17



References – themes and next steps 
Continue to gather feedback from advisers and providers in 2024 entry cycle

No technical changes for 2025 entry

Enhanced adviser guidance

Decoupled IAG for independent referees

Best practice guidance for providers

07 March 2024 |   18Security marking: PUBLIC



Reference process – I&A (will be updated)
• Reference examples for each section. 

• A reference guidance presentation which can be 
downloaded and edited.

• FAQs for each section.

• Watch our references deep dive sessions 

• Advice from admissions officers in a shareable 
video.

• Online course: UCAS references – what you need 
to know. Accessed through the UCAS 
Professional Development Platform.

UCAS.COM/ADVISERS/REFERENCES 

https://www.ucas.com/advisers/writing-references/changes-undergraduate-references-2024-entry#:~:text=for%20independent%20applicants-,Example%20reference%20statements,-These%20examples%20have
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/writing-references/changes-undergraduate-references-2024-entry#:~:text=sent%20to%20us.%E2%80%AF-,2024%20reference%20guidance%20presentation,-View%20and%20download
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/writing-references/changes-undergraduate-references-2024-entry#:~:text=reference%2Donly%20applicants.-,FAQs,-EXPAND%20ALL
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/guides-resources-and-training/adviser-lives#:~:text=Reference%20guidance%20for%202024%20undergraduate%20entry%20(27,Play%20back
https://pdp.ucas.com/
https://pdp.ucas.com/
ucas.com/advisers/references


New Adviser Portal updates



OUTREACH CONNECTION SERVICE
ENABLING UNIVERSITIES, COLLEGES AND CHARITIES TO SHOWCASE THEIR OPPORTUNITIES FOR UNDERREPRESENTED AND DISADVANTAGED STUDENT GROUPS 
TO UK SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES

Outreach Connection Service
Add, edit, publish and close outreach 

opportunities

Opportunity Page
Detailed information about the 
opportunity and booking information

UCAS Provider Hub (Outreach Provider permissions)

Opportunity Page
Detailed information about the 
opportunity and booking information

Outreach Connection Service
Search and filter outreach opportunities

UCAS Adviser Hub UCAS Student Hub

Reporting
Data and evaluation capabilities

Extra activities listings

21
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Adviser Portal 
Bulk download of applications

• In preparation for the launch of the 2025 cycle – you can download your 
cohort’s applications in bulk in a PDF format via the Adviser portal.

• This new feature can be found in the Application management tile.
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Link to course entry 
requirements from the 
Adviser portal
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Information and guidance for advisers
Monthly newsletters
Advisers can stay up-to-date with all the latest news and guidance by signing up at ucas.com/adviser-updates.

Adviser Live sessions 
Our regular live studio sessions feature expert speakers from different sectors exploring all student pathways. Take 
a look at our upcoming events on ucas.com/adviser-lives.

Training and conferences
We host dedicated events, conferences, and professional development sessions for teachers and advisers right 
across the year – everything needed to help advisers help their students: ucas.com/advisers/training.

ucas.com/advisers
There is a dedicated area for advisers on ucas.com. Here you’ll find all our latest news, events, and a variety of 
guides and resources to help plan career guidance sessions and provide support throughout the whole application 
cycle: ucas.com/advisers.

https://www.ucas.com/content/sign-updates-advisers
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/guides-resources-and-training/adviser-lives
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/guides-resources-and-training/digital-training-support-you
https://www.ucas.com/advisers


Further support  
UCAS’ Customer Success Team 
0345 123 8001 
adviserhelp@ucas.ac.uk

Digital Learning Team 
training@ucas.ac.uk

Professional Development Platform 
https://pdp.ucas.com
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